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 Term 1 2018 
Week 6:
6th March: RAS Swimming 
Carnival
Week 7:
Wednesday, March 14th:
NO KPF
Theology at the Pub with Raymond 
de Souza.  Astor Inn at 7:30
March 16th:  Athletics Carnival
Week 9:
29th March: 
Holy Thursday( School closes at 
midday)
30th March: Good Friday 
(School closed)
2nd April: 
Easter Monday (school closed)

Friday Fortnightly 
Assemblies
March 9th:  Year 1/2
March 23:  Four

AROUND THE CLASSROOMS 
Foundation - The Foundation class has settled into school life very well and all children are working hard to learn 
their sounds and to read simple words. They are looking forward to beginning swimming lessons on Wednesday of 
next week
Year 1/2 -  Writing information reports on Minibeasts. Today they completed artworks of their specific Minibeast 
which they look forward to sharing at their assembly next Friday. 
Year 3 - Creating persuasive texts and examining the growth of a bean seed over a long period of time. 
Year 4 - "The Year 4 class have kick-started the year with enthusiasm and diligence. They have learned 30 new spelling 
words each week and are learning about the elements of a narrative through the story of the 'Dangerous Journey: The 
Story of Pilgrim's Progress' by John Bunyan."
Year 5/6 - Studying "Where the Red Fern Grows" and memorising "Psalm 1" and also "If" by Rudyard Kipling.

NEWSLETTER
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l
Dear Parents and Members of the 

School Community,

A warm welcome back to another 
wonderful year at Saint Mary MacKillop 
Colleges and a particular welcome to all 
of our new families.

The primary school is off to a great 
start this year.  The number of students in 
our primary has reached a new all time 
high and we have employed a new teacher, 
Miss Andrea Juanta, to teach in year 4.  
Andrea has completed a liberal arts 
degree at the esteemed Campion College 
in Sydney and values immensely our focus 
on classical literature and poetry.  Andrea 
is completing her Teaching Masters 
through Excelsia College and we are very 
pleased to have her.

I would like to highlight the 
importance of parents in the education of 
children.  At school, students are taught 
all that they need to know according the 
NSW syllabuses and more.  Our RE 
program and broad English and 
Mathematics programs really set students 
up well for life.  It is undoubtedly true, 
however, that where students have equally 
strong support from home they do even 
better.  I encourage all our parents to 

continue to develop an academic and 
Catholic culture in the home, as a strong 
partnership between home and the school 
is one of the best ways to support 
students in achieving highly in every area.

The arrival of my fifth child in the 
coming days will mean that I will be 
absent from school for approximately two 
weeks.  Should you have any queries 
during this time, the first port of call, as 
always, is the classroom teacher, or for 
administration matters, please call the 
office.  I am always happy to answer 
emails, however, should you wish to 
contact me.

I look forward to working with you 
all this year.  I welcome discussions about 
the needs of your child and opportunities 
to improve our school.  As always, you are 
in my prayers.

God bless,

 John Burton
Primary 

Principal

     From the Primary Principal
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The Infant of  Prague Fundraising Committee 
has  been  supporting  the  school  since  its  very 
beginning.

Stalwart members, such as Dom & Kathryn , 
have now been joined by Emma, Barbara, Sarah 
and Emily. The committee is always looking for 
new members and ideas for future fundraisers. 
Anyone  interested  is  welcome  to  approach  a 
committee member.

This year, with a new influx of members, and 
a  renewed  enthusiasm,  the  Committee  has 
already outlined some of their major fundraisers 
for the year.

The first is the Tiny Saints fundraiser which 
will run until the end of Term 1. Much interest 
has  already  been  generated  and  orders  are 
coming in..!  There will  also be an Easter raffle 
this  term,  the  major  prize  of  which  is  a  10kg 
block of Dairy Milk chocolate!

Familiar  fundraisers  like  the  Mother’s  Day 
Raf fle  will  continue,  as  will  The  Cadbury 
Chocolate fundraiser in Term 4.

And on Our Lady’s birthday (September 8) 
the  committee  will  be  hosting  a  ball  at  the 
Magpie’s Nest. More details will be shared in the 
coming months, but you're encouraged to save 
the date now. 

In the first year at school, our children begin to learn 
formally who they are, why they are on earth and how they 
are to live, so as to be happy here and after they die. Each 
year, the Foundation class looks at these core topics more 
deeply and widely. 
Some Foundation Religion 
Topics  
•  God  is  my  Father  –  His 
Goodness and His Gifts
• God’s  Care  of  Me and  the 

World – God is all powerful.
• God gave me a Soul –  God 
made me to be with Him in 
heaven.
• The Holy Family – how I love my family. Virtues. 
• The Wonderful things Jesus Did – His Public Life
•  Jesus  Dies  for  Us.  Why  we  honour  the  crucifix;  the 
greatest act of love. Easter Sunday. 
• The Holy Mass – gift to God.  The Greatest Act on earth.
 Prayer. Baptism – I become a child of God. 

School is a major, but not the only, influence on your 
children's values and world view. Some advice families have 
found  useful,  and  which  many  educators  have  shared, 
include points such as: 

    ~  Letting  children  see  their  parents  pray  privately 
occasionally.  ~  Share  conversations  and  stories  about  the 
Faith  and  real  life.  ~  Strengthening  the  home culture  by 
good books, fun family games and music (classical, folk and 
faith).  ~  The  family  who  prays  together  and  plays 
together stays together!

FOUNDATIONS IN RELIGION 
WITH SISTER MARY CATHERINE                           

LENTEN COLLECTION BOXES
During the week of Ash Wednesday, the Year 
3 Religion Class spent some time decorating 
the boxes each class will be 
using during Lent to accu-
mulate donations for the 
missions. The school sup-
ports Aid to the Church in 
Need, a very important 
world-wide Catholic charity. 
The children are asked to pray and make sac-
rifices to help their suffering and deprived 
brothers and sisters from around the world.

The symbol of ACN: A split world, where misery,  
violence  and persecution reign. On the left the cross, 
symbol and instrument of the Redemption. On the 

right, an arrow, symbol of the primary duty  to preach 
Jesus to the crucified, and thus to bring aid to the 

Church in need.

UPCOMING  
FUNDRAISING EVENTS
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Eight students began Year 7 this 
year, and they are full of beans! 

We looked in the archives for 
some past photos of some of these 
sophisticated 12 years olds in their 
earlier school days... here's the 
favourite!

Stephanie and Adriana in Year One 
and... today!

WELCOME YEAR 7 !
News 

Thank you 
Thank you to all those who 
were able to come to help 
out  at  the  Working  Bee 
l a s t  Sa turday !  The 
atmosphere was great, and it 
was fun to work alongside our 
great  Sisters.  (See  all  those 
photos  below! )  You  may 
notice  some  of  the  dads 
around the school completing 
work  in  the  Pr imar y 
playground. What a team!

Donated items: 
Fr  McGee  (a  retired  priest 
who  l i ves  beh ind  the 
cathedral) delighted us by not 
only  donating  crepe  myrtles 
and small grass plants, but he 
also  dropped in  on Saturday 
to  see  our  school.  Thank 
you, Father, for your plants 
and your ongoing prayers for 
us all! 
Easter Camping 
Catholic  families  wishing 
to attend a camping trip to 
Geehi  should  contact  the 
office for details. This trip 
is  run  independently  by  a 
family and is not a school 
organised event.

Citizenship Ceremony: 
Congratulations  to  the 
family  members  from our 
community  who  recently 
became  Aust ra l i an 
Citizens.

Playgroup: 
SMMC  Playgroup  runs 
once a month for families 
with children younger than 
school  age.  For  details, 
contact the office.

AROUND THE SCHOOL
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Some Year Three students showcasing their bean 
seed experiments from Science.

A Foundation student's sentence and picture in 
response to the literature study.

                       Welcome Miss Juanta

In recent weeks, Years 3-6 have been training in order to prepare for the Primary Netball Gala Day. The annual 
event was held at the Wagga Wagga Equex Centre on Thursday, March 1st.  The competition is designed to give 
girls in Years 3-6 a chance to play netball in a fun and friendly environment.  Three teams were entered into the 
competition.  Our teams won one game and had a draw in another.  The day was delightful and increased the girls' 
love of the game as well as passion and desire to become better netball players.
Playing netball develops hand-eye coordination and spatial awareness which are crucial parts of a child's cognitive 

development.  Additionally,  netball players grow in their understanding of 
sportsmanship, learn to work as part of a team to achieve a goal and also 
grow in many virtues needed to become a valuable member of society.
We are now seeking expressions of interest for coaches and team members 
for SMMC netball teams to enter in the local league. Our school is seeking 
passionate parents to coach and help children develop their skills in a so-
cial and competitive environment.  We would like to enter some junior and 
senior teams.  (U8,9,10, 11, 12 and also high school) 
The  girls  who  attended  the  Netball  Gala  Day  all  displayed  incredible 
sportmanship, determination and improved in their knowledge and under-
standing of the game. They should be proud of their efforts. Thank you to 
all parents who attended to support the girls. In particular, thank you to 
Dom, Sarah & Caronne for coaching and Naomi and Rosemary for being 
our umpires.   
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You may have noticed some 
new  faces  floating  around 
the corridors of SMMC this 
year. It is a pleasure to wel-
come Miss Andrea Juanta to 
the school.
Andrea  is  the  eldest  of  4 
children  (2  brothers  and  a 
sister),  and  grew  up  in  the 
city  of  Adelaide,  where  her  parents  raised  her  in  a 
Catholic family. At 18,  Andrea moved to  Sydney to 
study at Campion College.  
The SMMC team are all very happy to have Andrea 
on the primary teaching staff.  She is working as the 
Year Four teacher and brings an outstanding level of  
passion and enthusiasm to her class. We thank her for 
her  dedication,  effort  and  enthusiasm over  the  first 
few weeks of term.

Netball Gala Day

Classroom Snaps


