
St Mary MacKillop Colleges Newsletter 

News 
 

   -  We welcome little Vincent Joseph 
Burton, and send our congratulations to 
John and Paige on the birth of their fourth 
child.  
    - Fr Beltrame has celebrated Mass for us 
on several occasions, and given students 
his first blessing. We are very blessed 
indeed to have such fine young priests in 
our diocese.   
    - Thanks to Mr Dennis Hickey for his 
effort and care in the Year 3/4 class these 
last few weeks. We always enjoy having 
him in the school. 
 

St Mary MacKillop Playgroup  
Thursdays, in the Hut from  8.45 - Recess. 
Catering for children aged 0-5 years including 
structured activities (eg. school readiness, 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd displays) and 
free play. Parents are welcome to join in the 
activities, and to relax and have a social cuppa. 
For more information contact Emily Shaw  
emily-shaw@live.com.au  

 

Upcoming Dates: 
 15th August, (Monday), Feast of 

the Assumption is a Holy Day of 
Obligation and school will be 
closed. 

 26th August-   Super Snow Trip 
(Secondary) 

 2nd - 3rd September - Extended 
Adoration in SMMC Chapel 

 1st September – Key Function (on a 
Thursday evening) 

 

Around the Classrooms 
mmm 

K/1 - The children have been expanding 
their vocabulary writing prose.  

Year 2 - We've been studying changes in 
technology in the last 100 years.  

Year 3/4 - The landforms and animals in 
the great continent of South America have 
fascinated all.  

Year 5/6 – A specific aim in our Christian 
development of courtesy has been 
learning the skills of answering the 
telephone and welcoming guests in a 
friendly manner. The leaflets used may be 
brought home after Week 4.  

From the Principal 
  On Monday, we celebrate the Solemnity of St 
Mary of the Cross (MacKillop). This year is our school’s 
10th year in operation, so we will be celebrating this 
great occasion with particular solemnity. I encourage all 
members of our community to come and celebrate with 
us with 9.30 am Mass at the Cathedral, and afterwards 
at the school. It is a great opportunity to reflect on and 
pray in thanksgiving for the last ten years, and to ask 
God’s blessing on the future.  
 This term, aside from the usual daily rigour of 
academic studies, some of our students have 
participated in another of the ICAS examinations and the 
Australian Mathematics Competition. Congratulations to 
these students. Academic culture starts in the home 
with good example and strong support from parents. I 
thank our parents for encouraging and supporting their 
children. 
    I look forward to seeing you at the cathedral 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Hanna on 
Monday. 
      God bless,  
                John Burton 
                 (Principal of Primary) 

1st Issue (Week 3) of Term 3, 2016 

Sister and the youngest students are building a little grotto to 
Our Lady of Lourdes in the Primary gardens.  

Tenth  
       Anniversary 
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Faith Formation 
Foundation Up  

The children who enter our school in 
Foundation come with a familiarity with 
prayer and some knowledge (to greater and 
lesser extents) of God, the Holy Family and 
the Saints. These basics are so important 
when the religion programme is designed to 
build on a lived Faith in the home. 
Interestingly, studies indicate that the key 
ages of spiritual formation in children are 
between 2 – 7 years, and the biggest 
influence is the spiritual practices and prayer 
witness of their parents. The strongest 
influence on children’s ongoing spiritual and 
character formation is, however, their peers 
and friends. This business of children being 
schooled amongst likeminded others is very 
easily taken for granted and, indeed, often 
forgotten when it comes to choosing a 
secondary school or the final two years of 
school. It cannot be forgotten that this 
formation in the Faith begins young and 
continues throughout adult life. One of the 
aims of this school is to support this 
development in a lived Catholic school 
environment.   

 

POSTCARD from Mr David van Styn   
 

“We visited all the major cathedrals in Rome. 
Highlights included Mass in the catacombs under 
St Peters, visiting St. Paul's outside the walls and 
climbing  the holy stairs (on knees of course). Our 
tour director in Rome did an amazing job of 
keeping our tour focused on religious aspects. I've 
never visited so many churches in my life. I truly 
have a much stronger understanding of my faith 
and a deeper love of God as a result of this tour.  

                     I keep you all in my 
                prayers daily. I offer             
                every Mass and Rosary 
                for the school and all 
                the staff's intentions. 
                Please keep us all in    
                your prayers. I'm  

                hoping the graces are 

                building up  in everyone        
                 and I’ll see you soon!” 

 

Year 5/6 Excursion to Canberra 

Mr Burton and Mr Hobbs with the students at the War 
Memorial. May all departed soldiers rest in peace.  

St Mary MacKillop Doll Raffle 
One of our parents, Emily Shaw, has kindly 
donated a beautiful hand made “Saint Mary 
MacKillop” doll, to be raffled. The proceeds to go 
towards needed school resources. The raffle will 
be drawn on Thursday, 1st September, at the Key 
Parent Function for this term. 
 Tickets are at 50 cents each, from the office. 

Happy little faces at Principal’s Morning Tea 

Reginald Burton, Luke Bell and Thomas Cooper are trying  
to win votes in the House of Representatives. 



We’ve been in the school for ten years 
now teaching RE and our aims haven’t 
changed ‘with the times’! In our 
transmission of the Faith we aim to: 
- Equip our students with ways of 
thinking that are clear and rational.  
- Present them with Truth and help them 
to build it into their lives.  
- Teach them skills of true discernment 
needed for proper moral judgement.  
- Help them discover  the Gospel and live 
by it.  
- Help them see God in the universe and 
take from it everything that is good.  
- Help them engage in daily, lifelong 
conversion to Christ.  
- Help them to develop a strong, 
devoted relationship with God, Our Lady 
and the saints.  
- Help them see God in daily life.  
- Help them become witnesses to Christ 
in the new evangelisation proclaimed by 
St John Paul II. 

Our students need all of this and more 
because they have inherited a world 
which is full of false ideologies and 
dangerous philosophies:  materialism 
which denies the existence or 
importance of the spiritual, rationalism 
which says that we can only know what 
the human mind can encompass,  
relativism, which allows everyone to 
have their own beliefs and morality, 
none being more valuable or valid than 
others, not to mention  radical feminism,  
Marxism, genderism and  through them 
all the  rampant atheism that seems to 
be sweeping the world.  
 

It is only the grace of God that can win 
out over such odds, so we pray and get 
the students to pray for the grace to be 
faithful and loyal to the Church which, 
on most counts, is the only voice for 
sanity and true morality left in the 
world. 

 

Saint Mary MacKillop Colleges seeks to participate in the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 through the formation of our students and all associated with the school, with special emphasis given   

to the spiritual, intellectual, social and physical growth of each person within and for the larger community. 
 

Thank you! Captains’  Comment 
Despite the hectic times for 
year 12 at the moment, due 
to HSC trials, it is great to 
have a reminder of the 
school’s 10th anniversary. It is 
wonderful to see how far it 
has come from its early days, 
and we are grateful to the 
staff and students who have 
made our years here so 
wonderful. – Dominica 
Funnell and Joachim Shaw 

 

Key Function 
“The History and Purpose of 
Our College” by Mr Bill 
Andrews, one of the 
founders and directors of 
Saint Mary MacKillop 
Colleges. After a light 
supper, some teachers will 
give an outline of their roles 
in the project.  
Date: 1st of September  
(Thursday) at 7.15pm in the 
Hut.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on the Providence of God bestowed on us through the support of generous people 
who have believed in the school’s values and mission over the last ten years. Without the 
dedication of the Directors, the Board, the staff, our benefactors and all our courageous 
families, this school would not exist. Your intentions are gratefully commended to God in the 
school’s Holy Masses, and in class prayers. May you be rewarded, now and in eternal life.  

Our Religious Education Programme  
 by Sister Mary Augustine O.P. 



Secondary Athletics 
A small but intrepid band of high 
school athletes recently made the 
journey to Alexandra Park, Albury for 
the annual BISSA Regional Athletics 
Carnival.  As the rain tumbled down, so 
did the ribbons.  

Special congratulations to Jacob 
Ochieng, who came 1st in the 100m 
and the  Long Jump, and  2nd in the  
400m.  

Well done to all our athletes -  another  
successful  carnival! 

And lest you think the recent wet 
weather dampens activity during 
recess, the skipping, juggling and 
handball feats are proving the 
opposite.  

Student Support Board 
This term has seen the creation of a 
new student body, the Student 
Support Board (SSB). Comprised of six 
volunteer members from Year 10 – 12 
who aim to • support teachers and 
school with work, fundraising, and 
school projects/events  • encourage 
school spirit and fundamental qualities 
in younger students • address student 
issues and pass on notifications from 
teachers to students 

Initiated by the Year 11 group, we’ve 
noticed a student board is up, tennis 
tables are appearing, and extra help 
has been offered in the garden… looks 
promising! If a secondary student has 
ideas, see the senior students.  

The Year 7’s have been introduced to William Shakespeare in 
this the 400th year since his death, with his famous comedy, 
‘As You Like It’. They were asked: 

Why Should We Study Shakespeare? 
 “We still study Shakespeare because his plays are fun and 
interesting, everybody likes and remembers him - and 
nuns, like Sister Mary Catherine, like all of his plays!” – 
Kayla Heffernan. 

 “Shakespeare’s plays and poems contain all types of 
emotions which appeal to all types of people” – Winnie 
Ochieng. 

“He was the greatest dramatist that ever lived and remains 
popular” – Dominic Mi.  

ICAS Science 
Well done to all who participated in the 2016 International 
Competitions and Assessments  

for Schools – Science last term.  

Out of the 25 participants 

four achieved a Merit score,  

seven, Credit and (pictured) 

 five, Distinction + . 

 PHOTO: John Curtis, Luke 

Bell, Jack Masson, Sebastian 

Masson and Michael Curtis.  

 

Once again, the school made it into the top 100 schools in the state in the 2015 NAPLAN exams.  

  PRIMARY      SECONDARY 

Toastmasters 
 Our Comments: 
n 

Phelo:  It’s a nightmare!   
n 

Bede: It should help us to think on our feet. 
m 

Josh: It’s OK!  
k 

Preston: But I can’t talk for that long about 
   myself! 
p 

   Jacob:   I think it would 
   make it easier for us 
   to get jobs. 
l 

   KuMo:  It will help me 
   feel more comfortable 
   talking in front of my 
   friends.... 
J 

   Emily:  It should help 
   us to express  
   ourselves more  
   confidently and  
   appropriately in front 
   of crowds... 
 



English Matters Years 8 and 9  
by Sister Mary Martin O.P. 
k 

In popular culture, where sloppy speech is 
overlooked and slobby manners are hailed, 
there’s certainly a need for the year 8s to be 
studying George Bernard Shaw’s rags-to-riches 
play, “Pygmalion” (adapted into the better-known 
Hollywood musical, “My Fair Lady”). Shaw’s satire 
of England in the early 1900s, highlights in a 
lighthearted way, the truth, sadly forgotten by 
our modern culture, that true refinement is 
interior. If the Year 8s somehow miss this 
important theme, they will at least learn that, “in 
Hertford, Hereford and Hampshire, hurricanes 
hardly ever happen”. 

  

The Year 9s have just finished viewing the 2015 
production of Oscar Wilde’s "trivial comedy for 
serious people": “The Importance of Being 
Earnest”. This satire on Victorian English society is 
filled with characters who try to appear earnestly 
noble, without any intention of actually being so. 
Any stage production post 1979, fills this English 
Literature teacher with dread, so it was a pleasant 
surprise to see Adrian Noble’s production, 
starring David Suchet (of Hercule Poirot fame) as 
Lady Bracknell, keeping to the text. It is free of 
sexual overtones and very Year 9 friendly. 

 

 ‘Defend the Faith ‘Apologetics – with Mr Obeid 
           This term, Year 12 are moving on to address questions, comments and objections from 
            secularism. We will examine ways to explain St Thomas' proofs for the existence of God to 
           someone who lacks a sound grounding in philosophy and as a result has embraced the new 
           atheism. 
            We will examine responses to objections to the Church's teachings on bioethics, the scandal 
            of clerical abuse, the nature of marriage and the Church in history. Real life examples from 
            objections found on social and mass media will be used as stimuli, with the aim of having 
             students equipped to address these with confidence when they encounter them in post 
            school life.       Notice: Apologetics Club has returned! Friday  at Lunch, Yr 5/6 Classroom 

Year 7 Mathematics 
We are currently  studying Algebra, which builds on 
the primary skills of addition, multiplication, division, 
decimals and fractions.  

Algebra is a new mathematics component which is 
more than just learning rules and formulas. It is a tool 
for understanding the world around us filled as it is 
with pattern and purpose.   

And we love it – don’t we Year 7! 

Year 10 English 
We’re certainly encountering some ‘polar’ characters 
in our English studies this year – in first term, 
Macbeth, a monster of merciless ambition, and now 
St Thomas More the martyr for conscience, Church 
and the indissolubility of marriage; lovable and 
guileless David Copperfield versus the heartless flirt, 
Bathsheba Everdene.   

 Eye-opening and character-forming! 

Around the Secondary Classrooms 

Year 11 Philosophy and Theology:  
Richard Dawkins: It all began when aliens seeded the 
  planet... 

Sister (ever so slightly sarcastic):  No, you’re wrong, Richard!  
It began when Tinkerbell sprinkled stardust on the planet! 

Year 11 students: Hang on!  Whence came the aliens, the 
seeds, Tinkerbell, the stardust - for that matter the planet?  
Are you sure they’re not just prime matter minus substantial 
form? 

Dawkins: Yes, but don’t forget that prime matter has infinite 
    potential. 

Students:  And no existence! 

Dawkins slinks off stage muttering about how random 
chance is causing negative mutations in human evolution. 

 

Harry displays his genius in a Mentos/soft drink Geyser 
 delivery system during a Science class. 



Some past students – now charming young adults - in Krakow, 
Poland, last week at World Youth Day. R-L: Willis Kefford, Michael 

Perry, Zac Stevens and Heather Gillespie.  

Sebastian Grant-Preece,  
Graduate of 2013 Class, current Law student 
 

What are you doing now? 

I am currently in my third year of Law at the University of 
Technology Sydney.  I am also working at a general 
practice law firm in Sydney and have become quite 
involved with the Young Liberals. Being a member of the 
party involves campaigning for politicians, and helping run 
charity events for the Liberal Party.  

Did SMMC help prepare you for this degree? 

I can safely say that the high quality of teaching at SMMC 
in both Modern History and Advanced English adequately 
prepared me for these. Also, our Apologetics class was 
great as it made me accustomed to speaking my opinions 
in class (especially those regarding ethics and social 
issues).  

Any advice for current SMMC students? 

Firstly, time flies incredibly quickly. It feels like only 
yesterday that I was at SMMC. Before you know it, you 
will be finishing up high school, graduating from university 
and then BAM, will be working full time. Therefore.. carpe 
diem! (or) Seize the day! Literally live each day as though 
it were your last. Secondly, my advice would be to set high 
expectations for yourself.   It is often difficult when 
everyone around us simply settles for the mediocre, 
however we must challenge ourselves to see beyond this. 
As Pope Benedict XVI said, "the world offers you comfort, 
but you were not made for comfort - you were made for 
greatness".  

Did you meet with challenges once you left school?  

I have noticed that, unlike school, many people at uni will 
constantly challenge what you say. I overcame this by 
throwing myself at any debating/public speaking 
opportunities which presented themselves, and by 
(sometimes embarrassingly) forcing myself to publicly 
voice my disagreement. This becomes an almost daily 
occurrence as our universities, along with general populist 
opinion in this country, are continually veering towards to 
the left.  

Sebastian (left) at the finals of a Lawyers competition. 
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Meet our new face in  

the office, Edwina Funnell,  
graduate from last year.  
Edwina is currently 
 studying Nursing at CSU.  
What a lovely example  
to the students of giving 
 back to one’s school! 
 
 
 
 
 

School is just one stage of our life’s journey. Here are 
some of the degrees and careers in which our 
graduates are currently enrolled/employed: 
• Nursing 
• Liberal Arts 
• Business (Advertising and Marketing) 
• Law 
• Education 
• Carpentry 
• Dental Nurse 
• Medical Radiation Science 
• Hospitality and Events Management 
• Health and Rehabilitation Science 
• Electrician 
• Civil Engineering 
• Actuary 
• Infantry Lieutenant  
• Commerce Law 
One ex-student is studying  
for the priesthood and  
another is  in  
formation in an enclosed  
contemplative monastery. 
God bless them all! 

HSC Choices 
Year 10 students need to 
consider their HSC subjects 
this term. Below is a list of 
the HSC subjects which 
have been offered by the 
school in past years: 

English & Eng. Extension 1 

Mathematics, Mathematics 
Extension , Mathematics 
Extension 2  

Biology        Physics 

Chemistry 

Music 1       Latin 

 

Personal Development, 
Health and Physical 
Education 

French & French Extension 

Ancient and Modern History  

Legal Studies 

Information Processes and 
Technology 

Design and Technology 

VET courses 
 

All courses are considered 
and others may be offered 
to cater for the needs of 
particular students.  

 

What Are They Doing Now? 
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