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 Term 3 2018 

News
• Term 4 begins Monday 15th 

October. Summer Uniform and hat.
• A thank you goes to the Infant of 

Prague Fundraising Committee  for 
their incredible efforts regarding 
the recent gala dinner.

• We are very grateful to Anna 
Krohn, who came up from Ballarat 
to speak to and discuss with our 
girls, during their annual high-
school retreat, and to Mark 
Mannering and Fr Murphy, who 
drove from Lavington to conduct a 
pastoral care session with our 
boys. (More info. on p. 4.)

•  We also thank  Andrew Mullins, 
former Headmaster of Redfield 
College for addressing our staff 
and parent body on the topic of 
Character Formation for Students.

• The Year 2 Class had a dynamic Q 
& A session with visiting priest, Fr 
Ashkar, uncle of one of our 
Dominican Sisters! 

AROUND THE CLASSROOMS 
Foundation - Foundation children have been comparing and contrasting Antarctica and the Arctic and incorporating 
Visual Arts into the topic. In Religion Class, we finished a Prayer Book which has been sent home. 
Year 1 -This fortnight we have been practising how to subtract 2 digit numbers from 2 digit numbers.
Year 2- In History, we have been examining the most significant inventions that have been made in the last 130 years. 
We've also been looking carefully at the words the congregation says during Mass. 
Year 3 - Have been finishing "The Wind in The Willows" and examining addition algorithms in Mathematics.
Year 4 -We are finishing the term with a strong focus on perfecting  handwriting and spelling techniques. The 
students are also thoroughly enjoying the last few chapters of "A Little Princess" and have been working hard to 
consolidate in their minds mental multiplication strategies.
Year 5/6 - Have been reading Sonnet 18, by Shakespeare, and learning some of its beautiful language such as the 
metaphor of the sun being referred to as "the eye of heaven".  In Maths, students have studied the area of rectangles.

NEWSLETTER
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l

Dear  Parents  and Members  of 
the School Community,

We  have  reached  the  end  of 
another  busy  and productive  term.  
This term has seen the fundraising 
committee  raise,  in  a  year,  more 
money  for  our  school  than  ever 
be fore .  We  ha ve  he ld  a 
g randparents ’  day ;  24  hours 
adoration; the MacKillop Cup; the 
Key Parent  Function;  ICAS exams 
and farewelled another year 12 class.  
All  of  these  achievements  and 
events are only made possible by the 
wonderful work of our teachers and 
community,  so  I  thank  you  all  for 
your support this term.

We  ha ve  had  se vera l  ne w 
enrolments  in  recent  months, 
making  our  school  grow  to  its 
b ig gest  numbers  yet .  This  i s 
testament  to  the  wonderful  work 
that  our  teachers  do  in  providing 
such  an  outstanding  education  to 
the  children  privileged  to  study 
here.   It  is  beautiful  to  see  the 
g rowing  number  o f  Catho l i c 
families  who  are  choosing  Saint 
Mary  MacKillop  Colleges  for  the 

formation  of  their  children  in 
academic studies and the Faith.

With the holidays upon us, it is 
time for us all to make the decision 
on how we will spend them.  It is all 
too easy to spend the time as “couch 
potatoes”.   Sometimes  it  can  just 
take  a  simple  suggestion  from 
someone to spark our imaginations 
and send us on an adventure or give 
us  a  g reat  way  to  spend  an  
afternoon.   This  is  why  we  have 
published  on  the  last  page  of  this 
newsletter a “Holiday Challenge”.  I 
encourage all of our students to take 
up the challenge and participate in 
as  many  of  the  ideas  as  possible.  
Photocopy the page and see who in 
the family can complete the most.

I wish you all a very happy, holy 
and safe holiday and look forward to 
welcoming  you  back  next  term on 
Monday 15th October.

God bless,
John Burton

     Primary Principal

From the Primary Principal
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        Every year our city hosts the Wagga Wagga Show. We were 
very pleased to see our students' hard work and creativity being 
showcased  for  the  general  public,  and  receiving  a 
number of awards. 
Year 6 Limerick - 2nd Prize James Morton
Year 5 Handwriting - 1st Prize Nidin Sebastian 
Year 4 Handwriting - 2nd Prize - Andria Brijesh
Year 2 Collage -  2nd Prize Theresa Tojo
Kinder Animal Mask - 1st Prize Ruth Boi Hyng
Kinder Animal Mask - 2nd Prize - Nina de Castro
Kinder  Mixed  Media  -  1st  prize  Charlotte 
Vieira
Kinder Handwriting - 1st Prize Mary Hermiz
Kinder Handwriting - 2nd Prize Ruth Boi Hyng
The Show's competitions of flower arranging, 
poetry, photography, cooking, art, etc. are very 
wholesome  family  activities,  so  please  mark 
September 2019 in your calendar for next year! 

Year 1/2 Visit the Museum 
By Year Two 

On Thursday, April 5th, Year 1/2 went 
to the Riverina Museum. We went there 
because we have been studying the history 
of Wagga Wagga. 

We were shown around the museum by 
a man named Tim. Our class saw a number 
of interesting things including a stuffed 
eagle, a header and an interesting tree that 
Aboriginal people carved a canoe out of 
using the carved bark.  

After the museum, we went to the 
Botanical Gardens and played on the 
playground. Everyone enjoyed climbing the 
giant spider web. 

It was an exciting 
day which helped us 
g a i n a d e e p e r 
understanding of the 
History of Wagga 
Wagga.

  Winners at 154th Wagga Show

One of the fundamental aspects of Mathematics in primary school is the de-
velopment of number sense. This refers to the ability to understand numbers, 
number relationships and solve mathematical problems. The skills of number 
sense, when developed correctly at school and home, lead to a more in depth 
understanding of the foundational concepts of Mathematics. Although it is tempting to view mental computation 
as obsolete, every mathematical concept taught relies heavily on a proficient knowledge of number sense and men-
tal computation. 
The mathematics curriculum studied throughout primary school focuses on developing number sense by building 
a toolkit of strategies to solve problems. Each day the students revise mathematical concepts and a variety of chal-
lenging equations. The program teaches children to consider the steps taken to solve a problem rather than sim-
ply teaching an algorithm. As a result, students not only learn the ‘what’ of the concept but also the reasons why 
the answer was achieved.

However, number sense begins much earlier than school. The more a child is exposed to 
simple mathematical skills prior to beginning school, the more likely he is to be ready for 
the first year of formal mathematics. Studies suggest that children as young as two can 
identify one, two or three objects before they actually count. Children aged 2-4 can de-
velop number sense in  incidental  mathematical  situations.  These situations can be as 
simple as counting the ducks in the bath tub, counting birds in a park, counting steps as 
they are climbed, measuring height & size & making groups of items.  Once a child seems 
confident, a parent can begin to challenge the child by adding to or removing amounts 
from the group.

In older children, parents can support their child’s development of number sense in a similar way by incorporating 
simple mathematics into a real world context.  An example of this is to understand change in small coins when 
purchasing items at the shop.  Each time a relevant mathematical opportunity arises, children should be encour-
aged to practise these vital skills.  Number sense begins at home so look for opportunities in everyday life to build 
on your children's understanding of number.  If children are taught to see and understand numbers in all areas of 
life, they will be more successful and more passionate about Mathematics.

DEVELOPING NUMBER SENSE IN CHILDREN
By David van Styn
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Dear Parents,
Opportunities  such  as  graduations 

are wonderful chances to reflect on and 
evaluate  what  we  are  doing  as  families 
and as a school.

This week we farewelled our class of 
2018. As a group, they have been with the 
school  for  longer  than  any  other, 
complet ing  the  ent i re ty  o f  the i r 
Secondary education at SMMC. 

They  form  a 
g reat  " sample" , 
then, of the sort of 
young  men  that 
their  families  and 
the  schoo l  i s 
producing.   I  am 
confident  that  all 
four of the men who 
graduated this week 
will  do  well  in  the 
next  stage  in  their 
lives.  Most  will  go  on  to  further  study, 
whi l e  one  i s  cons ider ing  an 
apprenticeship.  Beyond  their  academic 
success, however, I am immensely proud 
of the character they have shown during 
their  time  in  the  school,  and  of  the 
virtues they have demonstrated in their 
dealings with their teachers, peers, and 

the  wider  community.  I 
have been impressed with 
their  devotion  to  their 
faith, and to each other. 

As the holidays begin, 
please spare a thought and 
a prayer for these young men as they 
begin the next stage of their journey.

In closing, I would like 
to sincerely thank all of 
our  families  for  their 
continued  support  of 
the  school  in  so  many 
ways  this  term.  I  wish 
you  and  your  loved 
ones a happy, holy and 
relaxing  holiday,  and  I 
look forward to  seeing 
you all in the new term.

God bless,
Steve Vieira.
Secondary 

Coordinator

Coordinator’s Column

Secondar y School

Goodbye Year 12 Boys! 
Thursday 26th was the last formal school day for four young men: Bede, Joshua, Peter and Phelo. During the 

homily at Mass, Fr Speekman shared the four  bits of advice : 1. Consecrate yourself to Mary 2. Keep faithful to 
the Rosary  3. Never stop attending Sunday Mass - it's non-negotiable and 4. your future wife is alive right now, so 
until you find her, date girls with the respect and purity you want boys to show towards your future wife. 

 A whole school assembly farewelled the graduands. Bede Funnell (Captain) included these words in his final 
speech:  "St Mary MacKi!op Co!eges is a unique school in that when we graduate we can say, 'We had Catholic 
education'.  As a school we are held together by shared beliefs, most importantly united by our faith, which is never 
more evident than at Friday Mass with the entire school present. We would like to thank Mr and Mrs Andrews for 
seeing a need and doing something about it... the Sisters who teach "om K - 12... and our teachers and parents." He 
ended his speech with a quote from Bede the Venerable for his classmates: “Unfurl the Sails, and let God steer us 
where He wi!.”    Farewell, boys, and May God bless you! 
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Anna  Krohn,  writer  and  well-known  Catholic 
speaker,  from  the  John  Paul  II  centre  in 
Melbourne,  addressed our Secondary girls on 
the  theme  of  authentic  Catholic  womanhood; 
t h e  a p p ro p r i a t e  t i m e  t o  b r a n c h   i n t o 
relationships, issues connected with dress and 
modesty. Students were later asked to describe 
the day and share their thoughts.   
"We  had  two  talks  f rom  Anna  Krohn  about 
womanhood  and  femininity  and  2  question-time 
sessions.  We  also  had  a  Retreat  Book  to  use,  and 
Mass,  Adoration  and  Confession  (with  lunch and  recess  in 
silence). "
"The  talks  by  Mrs  Krohn were  very  interesting  –  it  made 
more sense of how girls should act and others treat them. The 
Girls’ Retreat Booklet was very nice. "

"I  loved  hearing  Edith 
Ste in’s  [ see  p ic ture ] 
s tor y :  How  she  wa s 
bright  and  turned  away 
from God but came back 
during  the  war  because 
she  realised  man  really 
needs God’s help."
“It was very hard to stay 
s i l ent ,  but  I  l iked 

l ea r n ing  about 
femininity,  asking 
lots of questions, and 
going to Confession.” 
"The best part of the 
day was the brownies 
(!), Confession, Mass, 
Adorat ion  and 
get t ing  c loser  to 
God." 

"It  was  interesting  that  women  saints  some  in  all 
different ways but all show femininity,  eg. Joan of Arc 
to  the  Little  Flower,  St  Therese.  Having  silence  was 
very good because we got to reflect on things we might 
not think about. "
"In particular, I liked learning 
about  what  authent ic 
femininity  is  and  what  it 
takes to be feminine. (And I 
liked the brownies!) "
"The best part was the adoration 
and the silence. The silence was 
useful  because  I  was  able  to 
really focus on God and listen to 
Him. "

GIRLS RETREAT DAY  YEAR 7 - 12 2018

Last Friday, Fr 
Murphy 
accompanied 
Mark Mannering, 
who presented his  
Wild Hearts 
program - an 

education in virtue for young men.  
Students were asked to describe the day and share 
their thoughts.  

"We had part of the Wild Hearts Program, from 
Mr Mannering. During the talks we got to fill out a 
reflection sheet and read from the sheet. Fr Murphy 
spoke to us,  and Matt Lennon did near the end of 
the  day.  We  also  had  Mass  at  midday  and  some 
adoration, and two breaks. "

"The best part was talking with Mr Mannering 
and Fr  Murphy  throughout  the  day.  They  knew so 
much  about  the  faith  and  guided  us  through  the 
Wild Hearts program well."

 "It  helped  me  learn  about  how  to  be  a 
gentleman and how to prepare for the future life and 
the temptations and hardships of life." 

"Mr Mannering gave useful advice, and made it a 
bit humorous for us!"

"I learnt about the manners and virtues expected 
of  a  male  Christian,  and  the  modern-day  evils  in 
society which strive to choke the seeds of the Word." 

"Father Murphy’s talk on 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati   
[see  picture]  was  the  best 
part. He is a great role model 
f o r  m e n  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s 
generosity,  love  and  charity 
for the poor." 

"The  ta lks  made  you 
think  deeper  into  yourself 
and  it  is  nice  to  have  a  day 
devoted to this. The points I 
remember best were on how 
to deal  with particular  occasion of  sin (purity)  and 
which sins lead to other sins, and what virtues lead 
to other virtues. "

"The whole day was wholesome, but I personally 
enjoyed Mr Lennon’s talk about how to have a holy 
and chaste courtship." 

BOYS' PASTORAL CARE YEAR 8 - 12  2018
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NAPLAN TESTS
The Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 classes scored 
high in the recent national tests 
with all classes above the national 
average  in  all  tests.  The  Year  5 
were in the top 20%  of  the na-
tion in Writing as a whole. 
In Secondary, half of our students 
were in the Top 20%  of the na-
tion in Reading and Spelling ,  a 
third  were  in  the  top  20%  in 
Writing and Numeracy and 64% 
of our students were in the same 
top  bracket  in  Grammar.  Well 
done all! 

J  I N D E R A !
     On a bright, sunny September 5th our campus 

was buzzing with activity when SMMC Jindera visited 
for a day of competition and fellowship hosted by SMMC 
Wagga.  

The  programme  included  touch  football,  (senior 
competition won by Wagga and the junior  competition, 
won  by  Jindera),  netball,  soccer,  volleyball,  table  tennis  
and  a  whole  host  of  rotational  games  for  the  younger 
students.  The debate between the two high-schools  was 
narrowly won by Jindera and lunchtime entertainment was 
provided -  puppet plays for the tinies (K123) staged by our 
trusty Year 9 and 10 Drama group and an interactive Early 
Church comedy "Bread and Circuses" performed by the 
Year 7's for the middle and upper primary classes. There 
was also time for each group - primary and secondary - to 
go  to  the  chape l  for  a  Rosar y 
celebration. 

Thanks goes to the many interested mums and dads 
who came to watch the fun and help with the hospitality 
needs for visiting staf f and parents.  The MacKillop Cup 
for overall scores during the day was won by Jindera! Many 
made new friends, and we look forward to seeing you all 
next year. 

Some nice comments from the Jindera staff:
"Everyone  is  very  grateful  for  the  exceptional 

organisation of the day.  It  ran very well  and enabled all 
students to be involved. "

"Maybe if we had more time, there could be a mixed 
game of each sport after the competitive games to help 
foster  solidarity."   "The  Hospitality  was  first  class, 
especially the food and drinks supplied by the parents and 
school. Thank you!"

SMMC 
Jindera & 
Wagga
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 A HOLIDAY CHALLENGE FOR YOU! 
 Discussions during 'Living the Christian Life' in RE class have recently touched upon wholesome things we can 

do.  Many students had great ideas, and it sparked the notion of having a Challenge over the next two-week break. 
So collect a record sheet before you leave on Friday, and have fun!. 
Awards for the most constructive and enterprising young people. 


