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Dear Parents,
We have been enduring the 

winter weather this past fortnight, 
but it has been wonderful to receive 
the much-needed rain. At long last, 
the horizon looks bright and sunny 
for the coming week, so that’s sure 
to put a smile on everyone’s face.

Feast of St Mary of the Cross
On Tuesday was the Feast of 

S t Mar y o f the 
Cross . Father 
Stephen Ledinich 
ce lebrated Mass 
a t  1 1 a m  a n d , 
much to the i r 
de l i ght , the 
children were given 
a longer lunch -
break . Father 
preached in detail 
on the life of Saint 
Mary of the Cross 
and encouraged all 
present to live by her well-known 
motto: “Never see a need without doing 
something about it.”

Recently, I have been reading a 
few of Bishop Fulton Sheen’s 
quotes. One that struck me was 
“There is no surer formula for discontent 
than to try to satisfy our cravings for the 
ocean of Infinite Love from the teacup of 
finite satisfactions. Nothing material, 
physical or carnal can satisfy man 
completely; he has an immortal soul 

which needs an Eternal Love.” 
Reading this was a good 
reminder to me to renew my 
focus on God and on what 
pleases Him.  
We can sometimes get 
caught up in the materialism 
and, as a result, want more 
things, rather than wanting 
to grow in the love of God. 
May we all renew our love of 
God, the source of true 
happiness.
 God bless,

John Burton
Principal of Primary

 Term 3 2017
Dates

For Primary School:
Friday Weeks 2, 4 6 and 8 are 
assemblies for primary school.
21st September: Principal's 
Morning Tea

For Secondary School:
16th Aug: ICAS Maths
21st Aug: Book Week 
Competition Closing Date
30th Aug: Mackillop Cup in Jindera
1st-2nd Sept:  Adoration
21st Sept :Yr 12 Graduation and 
Dinner.

News
Our Diocese is 100 years 
old! Our seminary celebrated 25 
years last week and hosted the 
national Seminarians’ Soccer 
Tournament. Please keep all such 
generous young men in your 
family prayers!

Next Tuesday - Feast of 
the Assumption
Pupil free day as this feast is a 
Holy Day of Obligation.

Key Function for Term 3 & 4  
Save the date:1st of September. 
Details coming in a letter soon. 

Secondary Snow Trip
25th August. Details to come. 

Garden-upkeep is made easier by 
willing hands during break. 

NEWSLETTER

AROUND THE CLASSROOMS
Foundation - Extending their writing skills to include multiple 

sentences that are imaginatively and correctly executed.
Year 1/2 -   Enjoying learning about time measurement in History. We 

designed and drew 'Crazy Clocks' in art, now displayed in our class windows.
Year 3 - Learning the art of improvisation in Creative Arts, studying 

multiplication strategies in Maths and exploring key virtues such as honesty, 
obedience and compassion in Religion. 

Year 4 -Widening our vocabulary by reading ‘A Little Princess’ and aiming 
to include more of its challenging words within our everyday writing.

Year 5/6 - Learning percussion in music and fractions in Mathematics.

Primary   School
FROM THE PRIMARY PRINCIPAL
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HOW WOULD YOU PREFER TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER? 
Families will now  receive the All-School newsletter in an email link to facilitate reading and 

sharing with other family members.   
Yes, I’ll be receiving the Email link to the newsletter: 
If you would like to ALSO receive the All-School newsletter in hardcopy please tick 

and add your name. Hardcopy of All-School Newsletter:

 FAMILY NAME: ______________________________________
An Early Bird Lolly Reward will be given to the youngest member of the family who 

returns this slip next MONDAY at break to Sr Mary Catherine on the Primary recess area! 
(Otherwise return to Mrs Funnell at the front desk.)

 Day-to-day life can be so 
busy and active that we all - 
staff, parents, students - can 
too easily forget why this 
school exists and what a great 
little school it really is. 

We've recent l y 
launched an updated website 
which has important coverage 
of the things which make our 
school unique: 

• Christian Character 
Formation, 

• Catholic Culture, 
• Academic Success.
NOTE: A hardcopy 

PROSPECTUS, which captures 
the features of the school, is 
available for interested parents 
(see photo). You are invited to 
request a copy from Mrs Funnell 

to share with other families 
who would like to know more 
about us.

Whi le brows ing our 
website, have a read of Cardinal 
Sarah's letter of encouragement 
and promise of prayers for us all; 
watch some clips from our Video 
collection and keep up-to-date 
with latest events on the Parent 
Page.

 THE BELL
          IS BACK! 
 Francis and Benedict Small 

(Year 12) admire the Santa Maria 
Bel l - recently erected by Mr 
Damian Reeves and Sean Reeves in 
the courtyard (many thanks to 
both!). This term the bell has 
begun to be rung at midday for the 
Angelus, the over 800-year old 
prayer, which reminds us of the 
greatest event in history - the 
Incarnation of the Son of God!

SHOWCASING 
OUR SCHOOL

Primary Teacher’s 
Awards

Foundation:  Joanna 
Johnson 

One/Two: Lucy 
Newcombe

Three: Ellora Sutcliffe
Four: Rebecca Morton
Five/Six: Tully Shaw
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Dear Parents,
Welcome to another edition of 

our High School newsletter! I trust 
that you and your families are 
enjoying Term Three thus far, even as 
we look forward to the warmer 
weather that should be with us by 
the end of next month.

Year 12 & their Graduation
Year Twelve are busily studying 

away as they enter the last phase of 
their time with us. It’s hard to 
believe that they will be leaving in 
only a few short weeks! Of course, 
we will be sending them off in style 
with their Graduation Dinner to be 
held on September 21st. All parents 
at the school are most welcome to 
attend to see off a wonderful group 
of Catholic young men.

Year 10 Transition to Year 11
While our senior students look 

towards their next educational or 
vocational steps, it is the time of year 
for Year 10 to prepare to make the 
leap into senior studies. They, 
together with their parents, have 
been busy choosing subjects for next 
year, a process that should be 
finalised ver y soon. Thanks to 
partnerships with distance education 
providers and Tafe, our school is able 
to offer over 30 individual courses to 
our senior students next year – not a 
bad effort for an institution of our 
size! Most importantly, however, our 

seniors have the chance to study 
their faith in increasing detail, and to 
learn how to explain and defend it 
through Apologetics, Theology and 
Philosophy classes. Although I was 
blessed to have great formation in 
the faith myself as a teenager, I’ve 
often been amazed at the quality and 
depth of instruction on offer in our 
senior religion classes.

The MacKillop Cup
Term Three, of course, also 

marks the beginning of a new 
tradition (or rather the resurrection 
of an old one) a sports day with the 
St Mary Mackillop school in Jindera. 
The MacKillop Cup, as it will be 
called, is a fantastic opportunity to 
build team spirit (by showing our 
southern cousins who is the superior 
school on the field of battle). We’ll 
have the chance to play several 
games of touch football and netball 
with them, with a broader range of 
pursuits planned for next year.

As always, it’s a delight to hear 
from our parents. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you would 
like to discuss anything related to 
your child’s schooling. 

God bless,
Steve Vieira
Secondary Coordinator

Coordinator’s Column

Secondar y School
“There Are No Friends

Like Old Friends”

To the joy and rapture of 
both students and staff, we 
saw many 'old faces' drop in 
before the start of University 
earlier this term. 

Along with the threesome in 
the photo (Katie, Dominica 
and Joe), Clare Reeves came, 
a rmed wi th ch ips and 
chocolates, and Emily Morton 
and Joachim Shaw dropped in 
to say "hi" to the school 
brigade. 
It's great to see how our past 
students are blossoming in 
their new soil and we are always 
delighted to see them again and 
hear their news. 

May the Lord ever guide and 
keep them!

Students display some of the spectacular prizes on offer for 
the 2017 Book Week Competition. Based on the theme 'Escape 
to Anywhere', the competition this year asks students to 
write about the settings (historical/ social/ physical, etc) found 
within a novel of their choice (at the appropriate level).   
Year 7/8 word limit: 200. Year 9/10 word limit 400. Deadline 
Monday Week 6, the 21st August. 

So grab a book and have a go!  

BOOK WEEK 2017
YEAR 7 - 10 COMPETITION
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FUN DAY IN GANMAIN                                               
The Term 2 Fun Day on the Feast of the Sacred 

Heart saw the Secondary students discovering the 
hidden gems of Ganmain: its museum, crafts, 
stunning stained glass windows, as well as a chaff-
cutter exploration, pony-trap rides, fun with fire (all 
very safe, to be sure); a firework display (honest!) 
and a convent with real-life, familiar-looking nuns, 
who provided the good feed!

The high-school students did us proud, being 
impressive ambassadors for the school and their 
own families. At the risk of swelling heads, it must 
be said that the locals, for days - even weeks - 
after the event, were still ringing with praises for 
the students’ impressive appearance and friendly 
manners - one gentleman from the Men’s Shed 
said that it was just so lovely to have the chance 
to chat with interested and articulate teenagers. 
Thumbs up for our high-schoolers!

ALUMNI: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

2017 Newsletter compiled by SMMC Staff. 6925 6601, 20 HELY AVENUE WAGGA WAGGA 2650

Introducing two ex-students of Saint Mary MacKillop 
Colleges - Joseph Murphy, (Boys’ Captain of 2013), and wife 
Lily nee Kelly, (Girls’ Captain 2014), who are now married 
and living in Tumbarumba with their baby daughter Esther. 

What are you doing now? “We are currently 
enjoying our second year of marriage spending every 
free minute with our 6-month-old baby girl. Joe is 
working as a fourth-year electrical apprentice at 
Hyne Timber Mill in Tumbarumba and Lily is a full-
time, stay-at-home wife and mother.”

Did SMMC help prepare you for this job/
vocation? “SMMC helped us grow up much faster 
than might have been the case at other schools. The 
study of the Faith, in the form of Philosophy, 
Apologetics and Theology, has aided us tremendously 
in our family, at work and in secular social circles. 
The high standard of education at SMMC and 
particularly Philosophy, Mathematics and 
English, helped us better understand our 
culture and to be confident when engaging 
with people of many different ages.” 

Did you meet with challenges once 
you left school? “The biggest challenge was 
the realisation of adulthood and the many 
attacks that come from outside to the living of 
the Christian faith.   From entering the 

workplace 
as Catholics who avoid labour on Sundays, to getting 
married young and taking the ends of marriage 
seriously, we realise that as long as we place our total 
trust in God, every challenge will  be resolved. The 
daily prayers before class and the spiritual life at 
SMMC helped to foster this mindset.” 

Any advice for current SMMC students? 
“Enjoy your years at SMMC and try and take it all  in, 
especially the Faith part. The school is your training 
ground for the outside world. Maturity is not simply 
gained when you leave school, it is learnt now. We 
both learnt so much from being at SMMC - 
education, relationships and most especially the 
Faith! You will get a lot further and make fewer 

mistakes in your degree, job or vocation if 
you are mature in your Faith. We have 
learnt that people do respect you when you 
are firm in your beliefs. A good employer 
wants an employee with conviction. A 
Catholic man looks for a woman with a 
strong Faith and vice-versa. So never stop 
being who you are because of pressure. If 
you have the truth, never give it up!


