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 Term 2 2018 

News
•  Term 3 begins Tuesday 24th July.
• The Infant of Prague Fundraising 

Committee will hold the inaugural 
gala dinner and fundraising ball on 
September 8th (see notice on back 
page).

• We are very grateful to the priests 
of our diocese who bring the 
Sacraments to us throughout each 
term: Holy Mass twice a week, 
monthly Confessions and 24 hours 
Adoration. Fr Ledinich and the 
priests of  Vianney Seminary 
College regularly visit to offer 
Mass.  A 
special 
thank you 
to Fr 
Speekman 
who 
traveled 
from 
Howlong 
to be with us last Friday, and 
thanks to Deacon Jomer (see 
photo) who, the previous week, 
delivered an inspiring homily about 
living the Gospel.  

• Thank you to Mrs Ramsey, a 
teacher from Queensland and 
mother of our Sr Mary Dominica, 
who taught Year 4 and other 
classes mid term. It was great to 
have you! 

AROUND THE CLASSROOMS 
Foundation - Foundation children took their turn to present the Assembly items. They dressed in character to  
perform a short drama, "The Bremen Town Musicians", and followed with the poem 'Vespers ' by A.A.Milne. 
Year 1 - Learning how to write recounts, expositions and narratives. During Maths the students have learnt how to 
double numbers and to count off the decade to help with their addition and subtraction. 
Year 2- Enjoyed writing a variety of narratives in English and, in Religion learning about the Miracles of Christ. 
Year 3 - Completing the reading of Charlotte's Web and writing  descriptions based upon a writing stimulant.
Year 4 -Earlier in the term, in Miss Juanta's absence, Year 4 worked diligently with Mrs. Ramsey  on their poetry 
memorisation, handwriting and the study of morals and literary devices in Andrew Lang's 'Blue Fairy Book'. The class 
has also improved significantly in their grammar, sentence composition, paragraph structuring and times tables.
Year 5/6 - The class are reading about the youngest ANZAC, Jim Martin, and revising challenging areas of Math and 
English. In Religion the Gifts of the Holy Spirit have been discussed, along with the corresponding virtues. 

NEWSLETTER
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l

Dear Parents and Members of the 
School Community,

Term  2  has  been  both  busy  and 
productive.   We  have  had  NAPLAN 
exams  for  Years  3  and  5,  ICAS exams 
available to students from years 2-12 and 
our  own  Semester  One  exams  for 
students in Years 3-6.  Overall, students 
have approached them with enthusiasm 
and  diligence.   Well  done  to  those 
students  who  have  studied  hard,  and 
achieved pleasing results because of this 
hard work.

Earlier  this  term,  NESA (NSW 
Education Standards  Authority)  inspected 
our school.  This is part of their regular 
inspection for all schools. I am pleased 
to  say  that  they  were  very  impressed 
with  the  school  and  we  have  received 
the  maximum  time  of  registration  of 
five years.

On  the  sporting  front,  we  had 
many  good  results  at  the  annual  RAS 
cross country carnival.  Several students 
even earned the right to go on to Sydney 
to represent the Riverina Association of 
Schools  (RAS).  Well  done  to  Reginald 
Burton, Isabella Burton, Kateri Burton, 
Bernadette Morton and Joseph Bell who 
all did RAS and our school proud with 
their performances in Sydney.

On  Thursday  we  had  the  annual 
parent/teacher  interviews.   It  was 
wonderful to meet with many parents to 
discuss  their  child’s  progress.   The 
overall support was very good, which is 
always  heartening,  as  students  benefit 
the  most  when  there  is  a  strong 
relationship between home and school.  
It  is  wonderful  to  have  such  great 
families in the school.

Finally, Dr Roland von Marburg has 
initiated  the  Churchill  Medal  in  the 
school for students from years 5-8.  This 
very much aligns with the philosophy of 
education which is being established in 
the  primary  school  regarding  poetry 
memorisation  and  the  reading  of 
classical literature.  Please take the time 
to read the article  on the back of  the 
newsletter and encourage your children 
to participate.

I  wish  all  a  happy  and  restful 
holiday and look forward to welcoming 
you  back  next  term  which  begins  on 
Tuesday  24th  July.   As 
always,  you  are  in  my 
prayers.  Please keep the 
school in yours.

God bless,
John Burton

     Primary Principal

From the Primary Principal
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                            SPORTS REPORT 
This semester has been a busy one for sport 

in primary school. We have had a number of 
events in which to display the sporting talent and 
the sportsmanship of MacKillop Colleges. 

Perhaps one of the 
most significant 
achievements to 
mention is the 
establishment of a new 
Netball Club. Under the 
guidance of parents, as both coaches and club 
officials,  The MacKillop Saints Netball Club has 
shown great improvement in the first season. 
The Club's two teams strive to provide SMMC 
students with a positive environment for fitness 
and friendships. Congratulations, girls, on the 
beginning of your first season! Thank you to all 
the parents who helped out as committee 
members, coaches or supporters.  

Our students from Years 3-6 have 
recently attended the RAS (Riverina 
Association of Schools) Cross Country in 
Jindera. Within the first hour, two of our 
students had already received first and 
second in their races. The remainder of 

the day saw 
over twenty of 
our students 
compete in a number 
of distance races.  
Four of our students 
finished in 
the top 15 in 
their age 
group and 
went on to 

compete at CIS (Combined Independent 
Schools) Cross Country in Sydney. The CIS 
trip would not have been possible for 
our students without the generosity of 
our parents. Well done to all students 
who attended both RAS & CIS. Your 
efforts have made the school 
community proud.

Touch Football 
This term we have 

also offered our 
students the  
opportunity to 
participate in a touch 
football coaching 
program. The program 
was run for seven 
weeks in conjunction with our physical education 
program. Throughout the term, the students 
from F-4 were 
taught the 
basics of the 
game including 
passing skills, 
and game 
strategies. By 
the end of the 
term, there was 
a remarkable improvement in the students' skills 
and understanding of touch football. These skills 
will be put to the test next term when our Year 
3-6 boys vs the Jindera Mackillop College in the 
annual Mackillop Cup. 

So what's ahead for the remainder of 
the year in sport? Next term, we will 
have a number of exciting sporting 
events. These include RAS Athletics 
Carnival & The Mackillop Cup. 
Additionally, the students will learn all 
about hitting and striking sports as part 
of the physical education program. 

Congratulations to all our students who are 
developing their sports' skills!       
- Mr. Van Styn

Year 1/2 Visit the Museum 
By Year Two 

On Thursday, April 5th, Year 1/2 went 
to the Riverina Museum. We went there 
because we have been studying the history 
of Wagga Wagga. 

We were shown around the museum by 
a man named Tim. Our class saw a number 
of interesting things including a stuffed 
eagle, a header and an interesting tree that 
Aboriginal people carved a canoe out of 
using the carved bark.  

After the museum, we went to the 
Botanical Gardens and played on the 
playground. Everyone enjoyed climbing the 
giant spider web. 

It was an exciting 
day which helped us 
g a i n a d e e p e r 
understanding of the 
History of Wagga 
Wagga.
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Dear Parents,
It ’s  been  a  long  t ime  between 

newsletters! 
Term  2  has  been  an  especial ly 

significant  time  for  our  Secondary 
School, as it saw our school passing our 
NESA inspection  with  flying  colours, 
gaining another five years registration. 

June  8th  saw  us  ce lebrate  the 
Solemnity  of  the  Sacred  Heart  with  a 
Ma ss ,  a  BBQ  and  a  Ta lent  Show. 
Although the lay staff stayed off the stage 
due to their  claimed lack of  talent,  the 
Sisters  showed  us  up  by  putting  on  a 
show-stopping performance about life in 
the convent. More broadly, it was a great 
opportunity to see the acting talents of 
so many of our students come to the fore. 

On the cultural front, this term has 
been  an  opportunity  to  continue  to 
expand  our  offerings  in  the  Secondary 
School.  The chess team, under the able 
direction of Dr von Marburg, went down 
narrowly after a lengthy contest with the 
Riverina  Anglican  College  in  the  NSW 
Chess League. We are also looking to run 
public  speaking  courses  next  term,  and 
have begun work on a poetry club which 
meets during lunchtimes. 

While on the subject of lunchtimes, 
we  have  begun  offering  a  variety  of 
indoor lunchtime activities  on Mondays 
and Fridays, thanks to the generosity of a 
volunteer  parent.  I  warmly  invite  any 
other parents who may have a free half an 
hour or so to help out on these days, to 
get in touch with me.

This  term  has  also  seen  the  near-
completion of our netball and basketball 
court. It’s already had a great deal of use 
from our students, as they sharpen their 
skills  for  the  upcoming  inter  school 
MacKillop Cup.

Still on the sporting field, our young 
athletes acquitted themselves excellently 
at the recent regional athletics and cross 
country  carnivals.  In  total,  four  of  our 
s tudents  qua l i f ied  to  a t tend  the 
Combined  Independent  Schools  State 
championships. 

As always, our little school depends 
on the prayers of our entire community. 
Please  remember  us  all  in  your  daily 
prayers, as I keep you all in mine.

God bless,
Steve Vieira.
 Secondary Coordinator

Coordinator’s Column

Dream Clean-Teams 
Term 2 

In an effort to keep our classrooms and 
their vicinities in order, each week two 
or three students per class were given 
just 10 mins at the beginning of a recess 
to blitz allotted areas; they were scored 
on their efforts.  
In Term 2, in general, the Clean Teams 
have  performed  efficiently  and  effec-
tively - some doing better than others. 
To  acknowledge  these  storm troopers 
of cleanliness, we present the following 
'Dream Cleaners':  

 
 
 

Dream Clean-Teams of Term 2 
From Yrs 7/8: Reginald and Thomas;  
Yrs 9/ 10 came to a draw, but the out-
standing individuals from this stage 
were: Cassius, Winnie and Jessica. 

 
TAS Project

Year  7/8  TAS  class  have  been  busy 
putting  their  stitchery  skills  to  work 
on a community project in the form of 
a couple of patchwork quilts. Who will 
be the lucky owner? (See above photo). 

Secondar y School

Julian wins first in the shot-put!
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Our talented Year 9/10 Drama 
Elective students have studied 
mime  and  voice-production, 
worked  on  some  episodes  of 
the  series  Jeeves  and  Wooster 
and prepared two plays for the 
entertainment of  the primary 
school  students.  The  latter 
came in handy as items for the 
variety  show on  the  feast  of 
the  Sacred  Hear t .  They 
brought the house down!!

The Year 9/10 Culture Studies 
has included some interesting 
journeys  back  in  t ime  to 
different  eras  such  as  Tudor 
Monastery  Farm,  Edwardian 
Farm and Outback House. 
We have also studied some of 
the aspects of the British Slave 
Trade  by  watch ing  and 
discussing  the  famous  movie 
Am a z i n g  G ra c e  and  a 
documentary.  Earlier  in  the 
year  we  watched  and  took 
notes  on  some  great 
Attenborough  Wi ld - l i f e 
documentaries.

DRAMA AND CULTURE IN YEAR 9 & 10

Term 2 Feast Day
The  Sacred  Heart  Feast  Day  was 

celebrated  with  a  Missa  Cantata  in  the 
Extraordinary Form of the Mass, followed 
by a fun and talent-filled variety concert, 
and a sausage sizzle.  Thanks to the brave 
performers  -  especially  the  Sisters  who 
revealed  the  secrets  about  the  terrible 
consequences of their fussy eating habits 
in  their  song,  'Particular  About  the  Way  I 
Dine'  (apologies  to  whoever  wrote  the 
Ascot Gavotte from My Fair Lady). A special 
thanks to the senior boys who sizzled the 
sausages  and  to  Mrs  Dom  Morton  and 
Mrs  Karen  Masson  for  those  wonderful 
Sacred  Heart  iced  cookies  (with  gifts  of 
the Holy Spirit as a bonus!). 

Students were asked to respond 
to fictitious messages from 
teenagers; here are three of the 
best responses from the Year 7 
Religion Exam.  

I  know  some  Catholics  who 
a r e n’t  i n te r e s te d  i n  t h e 
Faith.  ..What  kind  of  things 
should I do to grow in strong 
in the Faith? – Abbey, aged 14. 

Reply from Gemma Casanova: 
Hi Abbey,  Glad you asked. 
A few good ways to keep the Faith is to 
go to talks where the speaker is a good 
Catholic, to say the Rosary everyday, 
and while you're praying the Rosary, 
ask Mary to help you keep a good rela-
tionship with Christ. I find that going 
to good Catholic youth groups and 
rallies where people celebrate their 
love of Jesus, really helps. I advise you 
to check how good the movies are 
when you are going to watch them at 
the cinemas or a friend’s place. If your 
friends wants to watch anything that 
mocks or makes fun of Jesus or the 
church, tell that friend that it is wrong 
to do that. From Gemma. P.S. I hope 
to hear from you again!
 

I go to daily Mass, and Father 
often preaches about prayer. 
Until I can ask him, would you 
know anything about these 
types of prayer? – Pat, aged 13. 

Reply from Stephanie Vella:
To deepen your prayer you should real-
ly think about what you are saying to 
God, not just rattling off some prayers 
that you know. Remember to say vocal 
prayers (say and read prayers aloud), 
but don’t forget to pray using your own 
words. God loves to hear them. J Med-
itating on a crucifix is one way to start. 
To do this you can think about what 
Jesus has done for all mankind. I don’t 
know very much on this topic so go to 
Catholics.com to find some more an-
swers. I hope this message has helped 
in some way or other. God bless, Stiffy.  

I go to Mass on Sunday but I 
find my attention  
wandering ... I know the Mass 
is the Sacrifice of 
Christ ...What should I be 
doing apart from listening and 
doing the actions properly?  
 - Stewart,  aged 15. 

 

LIVING THE FAITH, & SHARING IT 

  
Reply from Samuel Bell: 
Hi Stewart, there are lots of things that 
can distract you from paying attention to 
Mass, but I just ignore them and look at 
the priest, and concentrate on what the 
priest is doing, or I look down and pray. 
If some people are talking next to me, I 
might tell them to quieten down because 
we are in church.
At the consecration I say “My Lord and 
My God”. Also, when I am about to re-
ceives Holy Communion, I say the Act of 
Contrition. ;-) 

http://Catholics.com
http://Catholics.com
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Photos from Everywhere 

The Year Three class taste tested some items  to                
help use the senses to describe.

Year 5/ 6 at Canberra' War Memorial               Mathew trying out the new agility ladder.        Two Mackillop students charging through the finish line at RAS

YEAR 5/6 CANBERRA EXCURSION 
Yesterday,  Thursday  28th  June,  the  Year  5/6  class,  ac-
companied by Miss Liesman and I, attended an excur-
sion to Canberra.   We were scheduled to visit  Parlia-
ment House, the War Memorial and Questacon and the 
students  were  bursting  with  excitement  and anticipa-
tion.
We departed from  school at 5:45am and arrived at Par-
liament House at 9:25am.  After being ushered upstairs 
and supplied with refreshments we were given a guided 
tour. The class admired the House of Representatives 
and the Senate and even listened to some of the debates 

the  politicians  were  having.   We were  also  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  our  local  member  and  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  Michael  McCormack  (see  photo 
above). Mr Michael McCormack M.P. spent some time 
talking to the students and finished by telling them to 

always  listen  to  their  parents  and  re-
member to say a prayer each day.
The next place for us to visit was the 
Australian  War Memorial.   This  term, 
we  have  read  and  learned  about  Jim 
Martin,  the  youngest  ANZAC,  so  a 
highlight was  finding the name of Jim 
Martin on The Wall of Honour.

The final destination on our itinerary was Questacon.  
The students had a wonderful time playing with all sorts 
of  science  experiments.  The  highlight  for  many  was 
conquering their fear of heights and dropping off a ver-
tical drop onto a slide.
In brief summary, it was a day filled with much learning 
and laughter and certainly a bonding experience for the 
class.  
Thank you to all the parents for their support in drop-
ping children early in the morning and picking up chil-
dren late in the evening.  The students represented the 
school  very  well.  Thank  you  also,  Miss  Liesman,  for 
your  assistance  and  delicious  scones  on  the  day!                                                                                                       
By Mr. Burton

'Foundation Class in Disguise - you'd never guess!' 
Kateri & Bernadette coming 1st 
& 3rd in the U/9 at RAS.
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    CHURCHILL MEDAL
                 &
     DEBATING CLUB
       WITH DR VON MARBURG

We will shortly commence a study program 
and  preparation  for  students  to  receive  the 
Churchill Medal. The school and I have received 
accreditation for  this.  The medal  is  awarded to 
Year  5  to  Year  8  students  who  complete 
appropriate preparation and then memorise and 
recite the 70 stanzas of Macaulay’s poem, Horatius 
at the Bridge. Students will be taught the history of 
this man of Ancient Rome, his virtues, and study 
the art of memorisation (a very undeveloped and 
important  skill  in  this  sad  age  of   “google  and 
tell"!). Winston Churchill felt his memorisation of 
this poem was his crowning achievement at the 
famous  Harrow school.  Preliminaries  will  begin 
before  the  end  of  Term  2  and  any  interested 
students should see me. 

Term 3 will see the commencement of a SMMC 
debating  club.  If  we  value  a  world  where  logic 
(logos),  ethics  (ethos),  and  persuasion  (pathos  ) 
r a ther  than  the  increa s ing  tendency  to 
intimidation  and  pure  emotionalism  then  we 
need to learn the art of debating. It is also a lot of 
fun.  The  team will  be  coached to  international 
university  debating  standards  and  rules  and  we 
hope  to  have  at  least  one  inter-house  and  two 
inter-school debates before the end of the year. It 
is  open  to  all  secondary  students  and  any 
applicants should see me.  

Our School: 
A Difference
- by Bede Funnell, 
Year 12, Captain 

It's  nice  knowing that 
everyone around you shares the same outlook on life, 
that is, that we are all pro life. To be pro-life is to have 
an  understanding  of  the  dignity  and  worth  of  every 
human being, from conception to natural death. Every 
Thursday lunch-time, we hold a Rosary for the Un-
born in the Chapel, so we can pray for all the unborn 
babies that are aborted each year. This also reminds us 
that we need to pray for many graces to change the 
hearts of those who need to join the Culture of Life 
today. 

Enrolments open for 2019! 
Families and friends of SMMC are welcome to share the website link, 
Facebook page and Prospectus Document (PDF found on website) to 
those who wish their children to be educated and formed according to the 
ethos of our school. Enrolments are open from K - Year 11.  

www.stmarymackillop.nsw.edu.au 

http://www.stmarymackillop.nsw.edu.au
http://www.stmarymackillop.nsw.edu.au

